
AA nanotourism
Honolulu, Hawai‘i, USA 2018

AA nanotourism Visiting School Extended Programme 
Architectural Association 
School of Architecture, London, UK



AA nanotourism is an international 
teaching and research programme 
that is part of the Visiting School 
Extended Programme at the 
Architectural Association, School 
of Architecture (AA), in London, UK. 

We organise intensive courses 
focusing on the development 
of locally driven, site-specific 
experiences, installations and 
events. These are tailored to fit 
the needs of both visitors and 
residents alike. We refer to them as 
‘nanotourism’.



Mass tourism has had a huge impact on diverse destinations around 
the world, but unfortunately it has rarely been a positive one. 
Profits are often made by individuals and organisations who are 
based many miles away. Meanwhile, natural environments, local 
specificities and historical sites have been transformed beyond 
recognition – and in some cases entirely degraded. 
  
AA nanotourism offers an alternative to the identical, generic tourist 
products many of us are familiar with: by developing small-scale, 
bespoke activities individually tailored to specific areas and their 
contexts. These activities enable local people and visitors to play an 
equal part in innovative, shared experiences. 

Our goal is to establish new local micro economies that offer both 
visitors and local people the opportunity to deepen their knowledge, 
understanding and experience of the places they are a part of.

Through intensive educational courses (‘Visiting Schools’), we work 
with groups of international students, from architectural, design and 
arts backgrounds, to define and develop ‘nanotourist’ experiences in 
specific locations – for example, a gravity-defying dining experience, 
created with local chefs, in an underused space exploration 
museum in Central Europe.  

Our work is driven by participatory action research (PAR) principles, 
and we build open source models that are available to be used 
freely by local communities, local authorities and traditional tourist 
industries. 

Supported by Architectural Association (AA) 
AA nanotourism is part of the Architectural Association (AA), the 
oldest independent school of architecture in the UK and one 
of the most prestigious and competitive in the world. The AA’s 
wide-ranging programme of exhibitions, lectures, symposia and 
publications have given it a central position in global discussions 
and developments within contemporary architectural culture.

About AA nanotourism

1 to4. Examples of homogenisation of cities from around the world through mass tourism
5. Socio-political protests against the effects of mass tourism in Barcelona, Spain 
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Nanotourism is:  
the construction of socially and environmentally responsible 
experiences, installations and events that use local resources and 
the input of local people. It is a locally-driven alternative to mass 
tourism and the negative environmental, social and economic 
impact that this often involves. 

It is a term that we are constantly developing and refining as 
we learn from existing examples and create new site-specific 
nanotourist experiences.

How do we create nanotourism?
Many individuals and organisations carry out nanotourism activities 
– for example small businesses and local entrepreneurs. While they 
do not necessarily use the term ‘nanotourism’ to describe their work, 
it firmly fits the criteria described in the diagram opposite (2).

During our educational programmes (‘Visiting Schools’), we create 
nanotourism projects through a structured process known as 
‘research by design’. This recurring process follows three steps : 

1. Research
 Find and learn from existing local specificities 
2. Design
 Identify specific local qualities and create new opportunities
3. Make
 Contruct working prototypes in scale 1:1 and test them
 in an existing local environment

Many professions operate with clear distinctions between research, 
design and production. With nanotourism, all three are an integral 
part of the design process.

What is nanotourism?

critical | conformist
confronting current realities and presumptions of tourism 

participatory | passive
fostering co-creation and exchange between users and providers 

bottom-up | top-down
processing local information to form higher level systems 

site-specific | site-generic
extremely responsive to contexts, therefore perpetually unique 

local | global
produced with local support and through supporting locals 

social | unsocial
collaborative, community oriented and relating to people 

responsible | irresponsible
non-intrusively related to the community and environment 

inventive | conventional
progressive, adding new values and creating fresh potential 

educative | non-educative
volunteering knowledge exchange and creating development

observation touristtourism
provider

nanotourism
provider participation nanotourist

1. Principal distinction between the act of tourism and nanotourism
2. nanotourism is / is not dictionary (criteria)
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KSEVT Hotel
From 2D to 3D Sleeping
Vitanje, Slovenia July 2014

How can we attract more visitors to KSEVT (the Cultural Centre 
for European Space Technologies), in Vitanje, Slovenia? Could 
site-specific ‘sleepovers’ be a way to achieve this? These were 
two of the questions we explored when creating ‘KSEVT Hotel’, in 
collaboration with AA nanotourism Visiting School students. 

Our initial research focussed on investigating ways of turning a 
traditional ‘2D sleeping’ arrangement (for example, lying down in a 
bed) into an innovative, site-specific ‘3D sleeping’ experience – one 
that made the most of KSEVT’s role as a space research institute. 

‘KSEVT Hotel’ offered two unique visitor attractions. The first was 
an individual experience where visitors could sleep in a specifically 
engineered levitation suit, suspended in KSEVT’s central space. 
The second was a collective experience where groups of people 
could sleep on pyramid shaped cushions, designed to support their 
bodies in a customised ‘3D position’. Both sleeping experiences 
formed an integral part of KSEVT’s exhibitions. They also had the 
added benefit of helping to meet local accommodation needs. 

Project team: Samo Bojnec (Slovenia) Natalie Jasinski (Poland/
Austria), Kaja Švab (Slovenia), Vid Žnidaršic (Slovenia)

Mentors: Aljoša Dekleva (Slovenia), Tina Gregoric (Slovenia)
Co-mentors: Blaž Šef (Slovenia), Jakob Travnik (Slovenia)

Past projects

1. Levitating suit, used for sleeping in KSEVT
2. Traditional hotel vs KSEVT as museum and public institution
3. Ways of sleeping on earth vs in outer space
4. From two-dimensional to three-dimensional sleeping experience
5.Previewing the experience of 3D sleeping in the central hall of KSEVT
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DON‘T PANIC
Vitanje Space Call
Vitanje, Slovenia July 2015

The ‘DON’T PANIC’ project was all about putting the small town 
of Vitanje, in Slovenia, on the map – quite literally. In 2012, the 
municipality of Vitanje built KSEVT (the Cultural Centre for European 
Space Technologies), to showcase the pioneering work of local 
rocket engineer Herman Potocnik Noordung. However, by 2015 
Google Maps still hadn’t updated its imagery of the area to reflect 
this new addition.

KSEVT’s lack of visibly on Google Maps inspired us to create a 
temporary land art installation, visible from outer space, to send a 
message to the wider world (and Google’s satellites) that Vitanje 
is a key destination for anyone interested in space exploration. 
To develop the installation, we collaborated with the local Vitanje 
community and AA nanotourism Visiting School students. 

The installation’s message of ‘DON’T PANIC’ came from the cover of 
Douglas Adams’ popular novel about space travel, The Hitchhikers 
Guide to the Galaxy. This message was considered by the science 
fiction writer Arthur C Clarke to be the best advice ever given to 
humanity. We believe it also captures the optimistic spirit of Herman 
Potocnik Noordung, a man who envisioned space travel back in the 
early 20th-century, long before it was humanly possible. 

Project team: Moritz Oliver Benatzky (Austria), Asena Colak 
(Turkey), Tina Cerpnjak (Slovenia), Florian Hummer (Austria), 
Gabrielle Pitacco (Italy)

Mentors: Aljoša Dekleva (Slovenia), Michael Obrist (Austria)
Co-mentors: Blaž Šef (Slovenia), Jakob Travnik (Slovenia)

Past projects

1. Airplane footage of DON‘T PANIC sign and the town of Vitanje
2. Outdated google maps image without the newly erected KSEVT building 
3. Establishing a connection between the local and the planetary
4. Identifying ‘‘don‘t panic‘‘ as a relevant message of local and global significance
5.Resulting community event of the collective co-production of the DON‘T PANIC sign
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Gravity: A User‘s Manual
KSEVT Wine Tasting Experience
Vitanje, Slovenia July 2016

In collaboration with Zlati Gric, a renowned regional winery in 
Slovenia, we created a site-specific wine tasting experience to 
attract new visitors to KSEVT (the Cultural Centre for European 
Space Technologies), in Vitanje, Slovenia. Working alongside Zlati 
Gric and AA nanotourism Visiting School students, we researched 
the culture of wine tasting, as well as the conditions required to 
drink any form of liquid in outer space. 

We also explored different areas of KSEVT as potential venues for 
the experience to take place, before selecting a sloped exhibition 
space, as we were able to use this to challenge participants’ 
relationship with gravity. 

The final project, ‘Gravity: A User’s Manual’, was a reinterpretation 
of the traditional idea of wine tasting. It involved a wearable suit, 
which, through a series of tubes, challenged participants to use 
the movement of their bodies to ‘drink’ a glass of wine. The project 
also functioned as a choreographed performance and extension of 
KSEVT’s exhibition. 

Project team: Tarick Astitou (Belgium), Tadej Bogovic (Slovenia)
Aleksander Cifer (Slovenia), Tin Troha (Slovenia)

Mentors: Aljoša Dekleva, Christian Pottgiesser
Co-mentors: Blaž Šef (Slovenia), Jakob Travnik (Slovenia)

Past projects

1. Red wine tasting suit for  the KSEVT wine tasting experience
2. Analysing traditional rituals of wine tasting from all around the world
3. Establishing a new relationship between the body and the consumption of wine  
4. Diagram of the tube system designed for a ‘‘red wine suit‘‘
5.Resulting wine tasting experience as a performance at KSEVT
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Je Te Porte, Tu Me Portes
Ault And The Cliffs
Ault, France May 2017

As architects, we frequently bridge the gap between natural and 
newly constructed environments. A key part of this is being sensitive 
to the needs of local communities and working collaboratively with 
them in an ongoing way. 

Through the project ‘Je Te Porte, Tu Me Portes’ (‘I Carry You, You 
Carry Me’), we set out to instigate a collaborative, long-term 
relationship with the inhabitants of Ault, a coastal town in northern 
France. We worked with AA nanotourism Visiting School students 
to listen to local community members, and then developed a site-
specific experience to enable residents to express their relationship 
with the dramatic cliffs that ‘carry’ the town of Ault. 

Members of the local community were invited to speak about 
the area, in their own words, as a photograph was taken of them 
holding a mirror, which reflected the cliffs. While community 
members ‘held’ a piece of the landscape it, in a wider sense, ‘held’ 
them. Each photograph was then turned into a postcard – the 
conclusion of the project, but also the beginning of a new and 
unique correspondence between Ault, its residents and visitors. 

Project team: Ximena Izquierdo Garcia (Mexico) Daniel Romero 
(Mexico), Tjaša Tušar (Slovenia), Paulina Whitaker Tabet (Brazil)

Mentors: Aljoša Dekleva (Slovenia), Christian Pottgiesser (France), 
Jakob Travnik (Slovenia)

Past projects

1. A local inhabitant ‘‘carrying the cliffs‘‘ through a mirror reflection
2. Current relationship between the cliffs ‘carrying‘ the town of Ault and it‘s inhabitants
3. Establishing a new relationship between the local inhabitants and the cliffs
4. Collection of postcards documenting the ‘‘carrying the cliffs‘‘ experience 
5. Postcards being sold as a souvenir in the local newspaper stand in Ault
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This year’s programme will research and develop nanotourism 
projects and strategies in Honolulu, Hawai‘i, which has a unique 
mix of indigenous and contemporary cultures that operate in a 
environment famous for its mass tourism. For example, on an 
average day, Hawai‘i’s 1.4 million residents host 220,000 visitors 
and up to 35,000 people fly in and out of its airports. In 2020, 9.5 
million people are expected to visit Hawai‘i (a rise of nearly half a 
million since 2017).

Our intensive two-week, research-design-build programme will focus 
on Kaka‘ako, an emerging and vibrant 600-acre waterfront district 
in downtown Honolulu. Through hands-on collaboration with local 
institutions, we will develop nanotourism strategies and projects, 
that aim to challenge the existing notion of tourism by creating site-
specific experiences, installations and events.

The AA nanotourism ‘Visiting School’ in Hawai‘i
Over the next three years, AA nanotourism will work with groups 
of local and international students, from architectural, design and 
arts backgrounds, as well as the citizens of Honolulu, to study 
and develop ‘nanotourist’ strategies and activities in Kaka‘ako. We 
will do this through educational programmes, known as ‘Visiting 
Schools’. These will be carried out with the support of the University 
of Hawai‘i at Manoa School of Architecture and in collaboration with 
Kamehameha Schools.

AA nanotourism’s goal is to bring visitors to Kaka‘ako in a way 
that will ensure the traditional culture, heritage, and environment 
of this rich and fascinating area is preserved. We also aim to raise 
awareness of the existing qualities of this amazing area, so that it 
can be fully enjoyed by everyone who visits or lives there.

Key outputs will be project prototypes, exhibitions, symposiums, 
and publications, which will enable us to share our design work and 
findings. All of our research will be open source and available to 
be used freely by local communities in Hawai‘i, public authorities, 
nonprofit organizations, and the tourism industry.

AA nanotourism Hawai‘i 2018
AA nanotourism Honolulu

Friday, 06 July – Saturday, 21 July

1. Kaka‘ako, an up-and-coming district in the city of Honolulu, Hawai‘i
2. Continuously growing industry of mass-tourism in the district of Kaka‘ako, Honolulu 
3. View of the yet undeveloped waterfront in Kaka‘ako, Honolulu
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AA nanotourism Honolulu - team members

Course Head / Mentor
Aljoša Dekleva (b. 1972) 
graduated from the 
Faculty of Architecture, 
in Ljubljana, and Archi-
tectural Association DRL 
(M.Arch with distinction) 
in London (2002). While 
at the AA, he co-founded 
+RAMTV. In 2003, he 
co-founded the architec-
tural practice ‘dekleva 
gregoric architects’ in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia.

Course Heads / Mentors
Karla Sierralta (b. 1976) 
graduated from the 
Universidad del Zulia 
School of Architecture, in 
Venezuela, and the 
University of Illinois, in 
Chicago (M. Arch, Fulbright 
Scholar).
Brian Strawn (b. 1974) 
graduated from the 
University of Illinois, in 
Chicago (M. Arch), and the 
Illinois Institute of 
Technology’s Institute of 
Design (Master of Design). 

Both are co-founders of 
the design strategy and 
architectural practice 
Strawn + Sierralta.

Visiting critics, experts, lecturers (tbc):
 
Adele Balderston 
Place-based storyteller from Oahu and founder of 88 
Block Walks, Honolulu, Hawai‘i.

Healoha Johnston 
Curator of Arts at Honolulu Museum of Art, Honolulu, 
Hawai‘i.

Z. Ikaika Mali‘Ikapu Bantolina 
Independent Hawai‘ian cultural specialist and 
junior-architectural preservationist, Honolulu, Hawai‘i.

Jasper Wong 
Artist, illustrator and curator. Jasper is the creator and 
lead director of POW! WOW!, Honolulu, Hawai‘i.

Kuha‘o Zane 
Creative Director of Sig Zane Designs and SZKaiao
Honolulu, Hawai‘i.

Tina Gregoric
University professor and Head of the Institue of 
Design and Building Theory at TU Vienna, Austria. 
Partner at dekleva gregoric architects, Ljubljana, 
Slovenia.

Christopher Pierce
Educator, writer, curator and designer. Director of the 
Architectural Association (AA) Visiting School, 
London, UK.

Course Assist. / Mentor
Jakob Travnik (b. 1991) 
graduated in architecture 
from the University of 
Applied Arts Vienna, Insti-
tute of Architecture (Mag. 
Arch. with distinction). 
Currently, he is working 
on his PhD on the topic of 
nanotourism in relation to 
food, at TU Vienna, 
Austria.



 AA nanotourism Honolulu

exhibition funding 

At the end of each educational ‘Visiting 
School’, an exhibition of the designs, models 
and prototypes that we and our students 
have created will take place. Your support 
will enable us to share these with the 
Kaka‘ako community and influential figures 
(such as local authorities) from the wider 
Hawai‘i area. 

research publication 
funding 
A series of research publications will chart 
the development of the AA nanotourism 
Hawai‘i projects. These will bring together 
research into nanotourism and its effects. 
They will also serve as recommendations 
to urban developers, city planners 
and governments that want to create 
nanotourism in areas such as Kaka‘ako. 

material sponsorship 

AA nanotourism carries out ‘research by 
design’ – a process which involves the 
design of full-scale prototypes and models 
to develop innovative new ideas. Supporting 
us to purchase materials will enable us to 
create exciting new nanotourism products 
and experiences in collaboration with local 
inhabitants and carftspeople in Kaka‘ako, 
Hawai‘i. Sponsorships in kind are also 
greatly appreciated.

expert fee coverage 

An important part of AA nanotourism’s work 
is in collaboration with international experts 
from a variety of backgrounds. Supporting 
an expert tutor as part of our educational 
‘Visiting Schools’ will enable students to 
benefit from their knowledge and develop 
new concepts of nanotourism through a 
multi-disciplinary approach.

3x local student 
sponsorship 
Our short educational courses are privately 
run, but with the help of our sponsors we are 
able to offer fully funded scholarships to 
students from the Hawai‘i region. This will 
enable us to draw on the talent of local 
students, who might otherwise not be able to 
take part, and to provide them with an 
international educational experience.

3x global student 
sponsorship 
Since the very first year of our operation, we 
have stressed the importance of attracting 
the most talented students from all around 
the world. With the help of our sponsors, we 
wish to provide exceptional students with a 
fully funded scholarship based on their 
portfolio and motivation to participate.



posters, lectures and
exhibitions
The sponsors’ logos will feature on the AA 
nanotourism poster, which will be used at all 
associated events 
 
The sponsors’ logos will be displayed 
during the introduction of all AA nanotourism 
Honolulu lectures

participation & 
collaboration
The opportunity to visit AA nanotourism in 
Honolulu to gain a first-hand insight into the 
innovative work that is being carried out 
there

The possibility to commission AA 
nanotourism to work on future design 
projects and tourism strategies (please 
contact us to discuss)

facebook &
instagram
Sponsors’ logos will appear on the AA 
nanotourism facebook and instagram page 

A link to the sponsor’s website will be posted 
on the AA nanotourism facebook page  
 
The AA nanotourism instagram feed will 
have weekly updates of inspirational photos, 
building up to and during events, courses 
and research projects with a regular mention 
of sponsors, using hashtags

website
Our website will contain an overview of our 
work in Hawai‘i, including research, projects, 
courses and events, as well as other 
regularly updated content
 
The logo of the sponsor will appear on the 
website
 
Links to the sponsors’ websites, via their 
logos, will be posted

printed publication /
research reports
The sponsors’ logos and information will 
be displayed on all external (national and 
international) printed and online publications 
by AA nanotourism. These include:

 for sponsors

reference material
Receive images of work produced, with 
permission to use these for non-commercial 
purposes 
 
Receive samples of work from sponsored 
students and a letter from them describing 
their AA nanotourism ‘Visiting School’ course 
experience

Receive conceptional and strategic research 
results of AA nanotourism’s design output for 
non-commercial purposes

3,500 copies of AA Projects Review 
books, which will be printed at the end 
of the 2018/19 Academic Year at the 
Architectural Association (AA)

Research and workshop publications



website: nanotourism.aaschool.ac.uk
facebook: facebook.com/aavsnanotourism
instagram: instagram.com/aavsnanotourism

AA nanotourism

contact: nanotourism@aaschool.ac.uk
 
AA nanotourism Programme Head
Aljoša Dekleva

AA nanotourism Programme Assistant
Jakob Travnik

Head of AA Visiting School
Christopher Pierce

T +44 20 7887 4014 
F +44 20 7414 0782

Architectural Association (AA) School of Architecture
36 Bedford Square
London WC1B 3ES

The Architectural Association, Inc. is a Registered Charity 
Incorporated as a Company limited by guarantee. 
Registered in England No.171402. 

AA nanotourism Visiting School Extended Programme 
Architectural Association 
School of Architecture, London, UK


